Benign paroxysmal tonic upgaze of childhood with ataxia. A neuro-ophthalmological syndrome of familial origin?
A new neuro-ophthalmological syndrome has been described recently, consisting of paroxysmal tonic upward deviation of the eyes with ataxia. Episodes occur daily and are always relieved by sleep. Onset is usually under one year of age and the symptoms gradually disappear during childhood. The authors describe three new patients in whom an autosomal dominant mode of inheritance was a constant finding, as well as clumsiness and delayed acquisition of independent gait. Treatment with levodopa was of clear benefit.